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Author Bio 
Joy Don was born in southern OK, the eldest 

of three children and currently resides in 

north TX. She became passionate about 

nursing in the ninth grade while babysitting 

when an incident occurred where she 

remained calm and sought the proper help. 

When the help arrived, she promptly fell 

apart, crying. 

 

During a summer job in a clinic, Joy Don 

learned to take X-rays and ran testing of 

blood and urine for analysis. She did the pre-

work up for students seeking physicals to 

start school or play sports, of course this only 

included taking their blood pressure, weight, 

and getting them to fill in a questionnaire. 

 

Being a registered nurse and progressing into 

administrative roles she learned early that 

communications through writing was 

essential. One of her first writing 

opportunities was through volunteer service 

in the AORN (perioperative nurses) when 

committees reported, via the AORN Journal, 

results to communicate action taken or 

needed to be taken by the membership. Joy 

Don became the Editor-in-Chief of the AORN 

Journal in 2012 and served in that role until 

she and Terri began to write their first novel. 

 

Joy Don Baker  



  

Author Bio 
Terri got a typewriter for her sixth 

birthday, and, except for the camera she 

got the next year, it was the most 

amazing birthday present ever! She’s 

always loved writing. Terri sees stories as 

she reads them, so the richer the words, 

the more vivid her private motion 

pictures. Her hope is that her love of 

language will help to bring The 

Nurseketeers Series to life for you. 

 

As a nurse, Terri has published many 

articles in professional journal, has 

authored a textbook for perioperative 

nurses, and co-authored several books to 

prepare nurses for certification.  

  

Born in Baltimore and raised in 

Washington, DC… She says “I’m a 

Yankee. I talk fast; I move fast; I think 

fast.”   

 

 

Terri Goodman  



Robin, a fiery red-head, arrives home from 
her freshman year of nursing school, to 
discover her childhood home is slated for 
demolition for upscale housing she can’t 
afford. Her summer vacation devolves into 
a chaotic circus of exploration of 
sexuality, violence, and tragedy.     
 
Then, thieving by an ex-friend threatens 
Robin’s job and brings her to court. Robin’s 
summer spins further out of control when 
the unanticipated reunion with her 
estranged mother is derailed by family 
violence that leaves Robin grappling with 
grief and railing against the world. 
 
Back at school, the Nurseketeers band 
around Robin to embrace women’s issues, 
gender discrimination, cultural diversities, 
and plan a March against Violence.  
 
A chance meeting motivates Robin to 
question her sexuality in an era when 
homosexuality was illegal in every state but 
one - and that one wasn’t Texas. Her 
roommate’s homophobia challenges the 
need for secrecy as she explores her 
emerging lesbian impulses. Exposure could 
turn her nursing career into an impossible 
dream or worse, she could land in jail. 
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REVIEWS 

Life’s journey is Against the World. We all have something to learn.  
Marcia Crosthwait 
 
Baker and Goodman pull you in to Against the World and put you in Robin’s 
footsteps to share all her life lessons as she endures inequality, loss, love, and 
hardships to discover her true self! Chelsie Gabel 

A young woman struggles to balance her college education, reconnecting with her 
mother, while exploring her sexual identity. Amy Clark 

“Against the World is a door opening into the 
1970s and the lives of four nursing students 
trying to broaden their beliefs, expand their 
horizons, and pave the way for their future 
nursing careers. Their quest is not only to 
survive the rigors of nursing school, but the 
chaotic times in which they live. Amidst the 
challenges of domestic violence, physical abuse, 
sexism, and racial tensions these young women 
find acceptance, tolerance, enlightenment, and 
awakening as not young girls, but blossoming 
women. Christina Roberts 
Jay Abrahams 
 The Nurseketeers reunite for their sophomore 
year, and what an adventure it is!  They are 
starting to mature into young women, although 
someone is a bit slower than the rest…   They 
band together to help each other through 
burgeoning love, tragedies, and personal soul 
searching.  This book shows how they truly 
embody their motto of “One for All, and All for 
One." Daryn Herrington 

 Against the World would make a great movie. I 

thoroughly enjoyed following Robin on her journey 

to become a woman in the early 1970s. The story 

captures the essence of the times when women 

were fighting for equality with men and the 

personal challenges that everyone faces. The 

book captures the innocence of youth and the 

trials associated with becoming a strong woman. 

J.D. Buchert 

 



  

WHO SHOULD READ 
 

• women 18 and older 

• girls in college 

• nurses 

• women interested in  

• finding one’s unique self 

• women’s issues 

• relationships  

Target Audience 

BOOK BENEFITS 
 
• second in the Nurseketeers series  

•  experience campus life challenges    

• snapshot of the seventies  

•  glimpse into nursing  

• coming of age  

•  relationship dynamics  

 



Chapter 1 Excerpt 
“Whoa!” Robin exclaimed. “Stop! Where did all the houses go?” Robin 

stared through the cab window. “This was a neighborhood when I left for school 
and now it’s an office complex. How could this happen just since Christmas 
vacation?” 

 “It’s the first phase of the Old Town Renovation Project,” Gram replied. 
“They razed everything between here and Division practically overnight. A whole 
neighborhood gone, and office buildings halfway built in five months.”  

Still shaking her head in disbelief, Robin said, “Thank heaven our house is 
safe. We’re half a mile north of Division.” Gram’s sad smile gave Robin pause. 
“What?”  

“Only for a while, I’m afraid. Our neighborhood will be next, but they haven’t 
disclosed a time frame for Phase II. I received a letter in January describing the 
project in general. There were no details, but the letter made it clear that our 
neighborhood was included in the renovation.”   

“They’re going to tear down our house and you didn’t tell me?” Robin 
huffed.  

“Hold on! What would you have done if I’d told you?”  
“Well, I…” Robin stammered.  
“You’re upset and ranting. I didn’t see the need for that when I didn’t have 

any solid information.”  
“I’m sorry, Gram. I didn’t mean to be critical, but who would have thought 

that someone could just kick us out of our house? You’ve lived there for 40 years 
and I’ve lived there almost my whole life.”  

“So we have, but I’ve had time to put the situation in perspective. Our 
neighborhood has become shabby and unsafe. This project has made our 
property valuable again.” 

“You’re amazing. You get kicked out of your house and find a way to make 
it a good thing.” 

“Jumping to conclusions usually prevents one from arriving at the best 
solution to a problem. You’ll discover that in time.”  

Robin grinned. “Is that your way of saying I’m a hothead?”  
Gram laughed. “I might have been hinting that you could work on that. You 

already know that it often gets in your way.”  
“I know, I know… and I am working on it… at least I’m trying.”  

Book Excerpt 



How is nursing different 
today from the 1970’s? 
 1 

 
How did you come up with the 
series protagonists and 
names?  
 

2 

 Where did the idea for this 
book come from? 
 

3 

 When did you first realize 
you wanted to be a writer? 
 

4 

 How long does it take you to 
write a book?  
 

5 

 
Where do you get your 
information or ideas for your 
books?  
 
What do you think makes 
a good story?  
 

7 

 
When did you decide to become 
a nurse & was that a change 
from your childhood dreams?  
 

8 

 Did you ever consider writing 
under a pseudonym? 
 

9 

 Do you try more to be original 
or to deliver to readers what 
they want? 
 

10 

 

11 

 
13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 

12 

 

You have to say goodbye to either 
snacks/drinks or music when 
writing, which would you choose?  

 How long on average does it 
take you to write a book? 

What has influenced you 
most as a writer? 
 
Do you like physical books, 
audiobooks, or eBooks better? 
Why?  
 

Which is your favorite writing 
season and why? 
 

Which is most important: A. Strong 
Characters, B. Mind-blowing plot 
twists, or C. Epic settings?  

What is your favorite genre 
to read, and why? 
 

What did you delete from 
your book? 
 

Name five fun and unusual 
facts about you? 
 

What does Nurseketeers 
mean? 
 

Interview Questions 

6 

 



1. Exploring Differences  
 

Guy was just the friend Robin 
needed... easy to talk to, easy to 
look at, but not at all pushy. It 
surprised her, though, that he didn’t 
seem interested in her at all. Robin 
realized that that was the most 
intriguing thing about him. 

 
 

3. Dealing with Grief 
 
“We were going to be a family again... safe and happy and far from here! Then 
he ruined everything. I don’t know how he knew. I hope he rots in hell.”  

4. Realities of Gender Discrimination 
 
How could the rich kid who didn’t even need the job 
get the position that was rightfully Robin’s? The 
jerk!! And, to make matters worse, his pay for the 
same summer job as Robin was $5 an hour more 
than hers! 

 

STORY IDEAS FOR REPORTERS: 

2. Leaving the Familiar Behind 
 
Robin’s welcome home for the 
summer included a whole new 
landscape on the drive from the 
airport. Where blocks of houses 
had stood only months before sat a 
cavernous construction site. 

5. True friendship 
 
The true test of friendship is not when friends 
debate who is right and who is wrong, but 
when they must decide how they will handle 
disagreement over something important. 
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Email: joydon@bakergoodman.com  
Phone: 817-980-5354 
Website: https://www.bakergoodman.com/  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jt.bakergoodman  
Twitter: @rnjdb  or @drterri 
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